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From the President
What Doesn't Kill You Makes You Stronger

It's February! L'amour, l'amour, l'amour!
As John (the Beatle, not the Apostle) said: “All you need is love.” Going into
February I was looking for love and signs of hope in my little corner of the
world. I have encountered angels everywhere and felt showered by lots of
lovely gifts from this awesome Capitol Crimes Chapter. Not heavenly angels
but what my therapist used to call “Angels with Skin.” We are extremely
blessed by our talented and generous membership.
First of all, (Trumpet blast please), we are going to do an Anthology!!! Hot
diggity dog!! Thank you to the awesome Terry Shepherd (https://
terryshepherd.com/). Capitol Crimes member and the host of Authors on
the Air with Terry Shepherd on Apple Podcasts. Terry has volunteered to
work with Board member and co-chair Rita Rippatoe to make the Capitol
Crimes Anthology a reality. We have a great committee lined up to work on
this project. Name and theme are being decided upon as we speak. Be
patient a while longer as those decisions are made and look for information
about story submissions and a timeline soon.
Secondly, thanks to our talented acting webmistresses the Capitol Crimes
webpage has been given an overhaul. I am pretty jazzed about the
changes. Please take some time to visit and let us know what you think.
Don’t forget to send us a jpeg of one of your covers to get your book
featured on the Cover Carousel.
As an aspiring author still working on book one of what I hope will be a
series, I am especially excited about our guest speaker this month. Matt
Coyle joins us at the Capitol Crimes meeting on February 20th to talk
about, among other things, writing a series. Matt worked, writing at night
for over a decade on his debut novel, Yesterday’s Echo, which was finally
published in 2013. The wait was worth it as it won the Anthony Award for
Best First Novel, the San Diego Book Award for Best Mystery, and the Ben
Franklin Award for Best New Voice in Fiction. Matt has seven books in his
Rick Cahill series. It is said that fans of Michael Connelly's Harry Bosch will

love Matt Coyle's Rick Cahill.
A little tease here:
While never convicted of his wife's murder, Rick was never exonerated
either. Not by the police. Not by the media. Not even by himself. Eight years
later, police suspicion and his own guilt remain over his responsibility in his
wife's death. From Book One, “Yesterday's Echo.”
As promised at the January meeting, next month Capitol Crimes is starting
our very own Book Club. Our first meeting will be on March 9th, 2021, at
7pm, and the second will be on May 11th, 2021 at 7pm. The meetings will
be alternately facilitated by Author Catherine McGreevy and Reader Andrea
Slavin. Our theme for this inaugural year is "In the Beginning." We are
proud to announce two inaugural members of the Capitol Crimes Chapter,
Patricia Cantebury and Terris McMahan Grimes who have agreed to join us
to speak about their books, their journey as authors, and their life after
starting this writing group.
So an Anthology, an Updated Website, a Fabulous Speaker and a new Book
Club, oh my! I think February may be my favorite month so far this year! Is
that chocolate I smell? Yep, it’s all good!
— Penny Manson, President

_________________________________________

Capitol Crimes (Virtual) Calendar
Virtual Workshops for Mystery Writers & Readers
These webinars are designed to be interactive and are hosted on a
professional video conferencing platform.
Visit www.CapitolCrimes.org for details.

February 20, 2021 • 1 - 3 pm
Matt Coyle
Writing A Series
March 20, 2021 • 1 - 3 pm
Rachel Howzell Hall
Questions and Answers
April 17, 2021 • 1 - 3 pm
Tori Eldridge
Four Act Structure for Action and Thrills

About our March Speaker –
Rachel Howzell Hall, interviewed by Rae James, will speak to how she got
started in writing and how her approach to craft has led to her five-star
novels. She’ll also talk about her new book destined to be another winner.
Rachel is the author of the bestseller and Anthony, ITW and Lefty Awardnominated “They All Fall Down” (Forge). She writes the acclaimed Lou
Norton series, including “Land of Shadows,” “Skies of Ash,” “Trail of Echoes,”
and “City of Saviors.” She is also the co-author of “The Good Sister” with
James Patterson, included in the New York Times bestseller “The Family
Lawyer.” Her latest novel “And Now She’s Gone” was published in 2020.
She is currently on the board of directors for the Southern California
chapter of Mystery Writers of America, and lives in Los Angeles.
Visit www.CapitolCrimes.org for details.

_________________________________________

CHAPTER NEWS
Coming Soon . . . Members Marketplace
A unique opportunity for five Capitol Crimes member/authors to market
their books at a Cap Crimes online meeting for the first time in May 2021.
Whether traditionally or self-published, authors will have up to 15 min to
promote their books on Zoom. Authors will be selected through application
on a first come first serve basis.
What is particularly exciting is that Cap Crimes will set up a link to a sales
portal where buyers can purchase books and the author will send out their
book to the buyer—a true marketplace!
More details in our next newsletter.

***
The Capitol Crimes Book Club is getting
ready to launch! Join us for our kickoff
meeting at 7pm PT on March 9, 2021,
when our featured author will be Capitol
Crimes founding member, Pat Canterbury!
We will be reading Pat’s fantastic book,
"Every Thursday: A Nancy Noire Mystery."
Our fun and friendly community of
mystery readers will enjoy the unique
advantage of having the subject author at
each meeting, bringing a whole new
dimension to the experience of each book.
Additional details, (including registration
and links to purchase the books we will be
reading) will be available soon on our new
Book Cub page on the Capitol Crimes
website.
Authors interested in having the Book Club read one of their works will be
able to submit online for the remaining meetings in 2021. Hope to see you
all in March!

***
Membership Report
We now have nearly 80 active members, up from a bit under 60 at this time
last year. If you have not yet renewed your membership for 2021, our
membership system now considers your membership “lapsed.” That’s easy
enough to fix—just go to the website, hit the “Join Us” tab on the menu bar,
and follow the instructions. You can pay online with a credit card or print

out a membership form to send us with your $30 check.
As part of the website update, we’ve been working on the membership
pages to make everything as clear and easy to use as we can. We’re also
working on updating the automatic emails you are sent when you join,
renew, or your membership is about to expire to give you a bit more notice.
Once that’s done, we’ll start serious work on implementing our new
directories, one for members only to share information with each other, and
a public directory for sharing author bios and book information. This will be
implemented through member profiles, which you will be able to edit
individual items to control what and how much you want to share or keep
private.
If you’ve got a question about membership, or suggestions for the
directories, please email me at marygriff@mac.com.
Mary Griffith
Capitol Crimes Vice President - Membership

***
BOOK COVER CAROUSEL
Showcase your book cover in the Capitol Crimes website carousel. Only one
cover per author. Send cover art to web@capitolcrimes.org. File
requirements: 1200 pixels on longest side, 72dpi minimum resolution, RGB,
jpeg, gif or png.

_________________________________________

Member News
Author Spotlight: HOLLY WEST

“The Money Block” - A Grifter’s Song, Season Two, Episode 9

Longtime grifters Rachel and Sam are at it again, this time targeting Mack
Foley, the owner of a chain of Sacramento area gyms. Posing as a CEO on
tour to promote her company’s ICO, Rachel approaches him at an upscale
South Lake Tahoe ski resort, hoping the financial fall out from his recent
divorce will prompt him to invest in their fake cryptocurrency.

Staging the con has left Sam and Rachel strapped for cash, so when the
mark is reluctant to bite, they get nervous. But Foley is a gambler and it’s
only a matter time before their hard work pays off—a little too well. They’ve
hardly popped the cork on the celebratory Champagne bottle before they
get some surprise investors and Rachel gets a surprise of her own.
When Foley realizes he’s been played and hires a fixer to exact his revenge,
Rachel and Sam find themselves on the run again. With everything they
care about on the line, they’re in the race of their lives and this time, they
might not win.
Visit Holly's website for more information.

***
From member Peggy Dulle I am so excited
as my copies of
book number 18,
"Dawn of
Decisions" have
arrived!
Remember, if
anyone wants a
signed copy of
any of my books,
please let me
know. If you are
a Kindle reader,
please read my
books and review
them. I will put

the link for the new book in comments. Thanks to you all! Visit Peggy's
website for more details.

***
From member Michele Drier -

I was interviewed by
Terry Shepherd and
my "Authors on the
Air" podcast is up.
Click here to listen.

***
From member Terry Shepherd Incredibly proud of my friend Dänna Dennis
Wilberg, on publication day for her first audio
book. You can search for it on your Apple
Books app and find it with ease at Chirp
AudioBooks. Audible usually takes a little
longer to get the content into the machine.
Behind the curtain, she used Findaway
Voices to distribute the audio book to every
major platform, worldwide. It's a one-stopshop, if you are looking to get broad
distribution fast for your audio content.

_________________________________________

IN OTHER NEWS...
Triangle Sisters in Crime: "Learn from the Best" workshop
Saturday, February 13, 2021 • 9 am - 2:30 pm
Registration required. Click here to register for this FREE Zoom event.
Abby L. Vandiver: #OwnVoices — Creating Credible Diverse Characters
Hank Phillippi Ryan: Great Beginnings: Creating a Perfect First line, First
page, and First Chapter
Jaden Terrell: Marketing for Writers Who Hate Marketing
Join us for engaging content from these amazing authors!

***
Register for upcoming LIVE SinC webinars:
Wednesday, February 3, 2021, 7:00-8:30 pm (Eastern) - "Indie Focus When to Go Indie." Panelists: Sandra S.G. Wong, Elizabeth Wilkerson, Delia
C. Pitts. Learn more and register here.
Wednesday, February 17, 2021, 1:00-2:30 pm (Eastern) - "Romantic
Suspense: Turning Up the Heat." Panelists: Mary Burton Deborah Raleigh
(aka Alexandra Ivy), Kia Dennis, Hosted by Edwin Hill. Learn more and
register here.

***
Elk Grove Writers Conference - October 16, 2021
The Elk Grove Writers Guild is planning their next conference for 2021,
exact date is October 16, 2021. To help us plan, please let us know if you're
interested or have questions, by sending an email to
elkgrove.writersguild@aol.com. Someone will get back to you ASAP. We are
excited about doing this, and look forward to hearing from you soon.

_________________________________________
ARTICLE SUBMISSION
Any information you want to publish in the newsletter send to:
web@capitolcrimes.org by the third (3rd) Saturday of the month. We will
publish the first of the following month.

